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Building active citizenship for sustainable Alpine Communities

SUSTAINABLE FUTURE.
EUROPEAN INSTRUMENTS 
AND POLICIES: TOWARDS A 

SUSTAINABLE ALPINE 
FUTURE



SUSTAINABLE 
FUTURE OF          

ALPINE REGION

EU POLICY FRAMEWORK
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Because of its cultural, social, and
economicalheterogeneity, the Alpine
region is characterized by several
critical issues:

ÅLimited inter-Alpine research &
innovationcooperation.

ÅSevere spatial constraints are
affecting the potential for practically
all interactions between nature and
economicactivity.

ÅLack of available labour force in
some branchesand communities is
covered by seasonalworkers from
outside.

http://www.alpine-space.eu/about/programme-
documents/asp_cooperation_programme_final.pdf

ÅMix of governance system in the
countries poses limits to the
potential for cooperation(peripheral
government vs. centralised
government).

ÅStrong outmigration in rural areas
due to poor endowment with
infrastructure.

ÅDifficultiesfor the integration of new
minority groups in the local
communities.
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The reduction of air pollution and the preservation of ecosystems,
createa positivefeedbackfor tourism,culturalheritage,agricultureand
forestry.

Significantpotential for energysavings,especiallyin transportation

Society is becoming diverse, multicultural, open and pluralistic
(implementation of strategies/programmesrelated to the social
inclusionandintegration).

Developmentof networking activitiesand collaborationbetween local
authorities, tourist operators,associations,companiesto improve the
tourist offer.
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Strategiesandprogrammesfor improvingthe social, economicand
environmental featuresof the AlpineRegion.
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ALPINE SPACE 
PROGRAMME

INTERREG

ITALY-AUSTRIA

ITALY-SLOVENIA



EU STRATEGY FOR THE ALPINE REGION - EUSALP

GEMS ɀIntegration and Solidarity European Models for Sustainability

6



E
U

S
A

L
P

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
 

E
U

 S
T

R
A

T
E

G
Y

 F
O

R
 T

H
E

 
A

L
P

IN
E

 R
E

G
IO

N

EUSALP is an Alpine macro-
regional strategy, endorsedby the
ECin 2015.

It aims to improve the cross-
border cooperation in the Alpine
States as well as identifying
common goals and implementing
them more effectively through
transnationalcollaboration.

ThisStrategyconcerns7Countries,
of which 5 EU Member States
(Austria, France, Germany, Italy
and Slovenia) and 2 non-EU
countries (Liechtenstein and
Switzerland) and48Regions.

Photo: https://www.alpine-region.eu
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The EUSALP promotes the
Alpine Region as an EU
laboratory for effective cross-
sectorial and multi-level
governance, strengthening
cohesionwithin the Union.

EUSALP aims at ensuring
mutually beneficial interaction
between the mountain regions
at its core and the surrounding
lowlandsandurbanareas

It is a unique example of a
Strategy initiated in a bottom-
up approachby the peopleand
supported by the States and
Regions

https://www.alpine-region.eu/mission-statement
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